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Read, write, sing, talk, rhyme, 
and play with your children.   
Tip sheets are available from the Centre 
for Family Literacy website at famlit.ca

• Getting Started . . . Emerging Literacy

• Family Literacy Tips for Parents

• Choosing Books and 
Recommended Book Lists

• Books that Reflect Aboriginal  
Culture

• Multicultural Book List

Did you know?  Literacy does not 
begin in school – it begins at home.

• Start at birth.

• Tell stories about your family.

• Encourage your child to look at 
books.

• Read the pictures – ignore the 
words if you want!

• Appreciate your  
child’s attempts at  
writing.

• Show your children that reading 
and writing are fun!  This leads 
to school success and lifelong 
learning.

•w

rite
•sin

g•t
alk•r

hyme•p
lay•r

ead•w
rite

 • s

in
g
•t

alk•r
hyme•play•re

ad•w
rite

•si
ng•

tal
k•rh

yme•play•read•write•

•read•write•sing•talk  • r hyme•play•read•write•sing•talk•rhym
e•play•read•write•sing•talk•rhym

e•p
lay•read•w

rite•sing•talk•

It’s Never Too  
   Early. . .

Start at Home!

This pamphlet was developed by the  
Centre for Family Literacy with support from the  
Alberta Government.

. . . It’s Never Too 
         Late!



Family Literacy  
is in all the day to 
day things  
you do! 

• Talking while you walk or 
ride  with your child —
discussing everything you 
see.

• Rhyming and singing 
in any language.

• Reading together every 
day.

• Playing with your child.

• Writing a grocery list 
together.

Messages from your 
   growing child:

I’m learning 
about 
language.

I’m learning 
about  
books.

I’m learning 
about  
reading.

I’m 
learning 
about 
writing.

ImagIne the benefIts . . . 

I need my crayons to 
become a writer, even if 
I sometimes eat them.

• My scribbles have 
meaning.  Let me tell 
you what they mean.

• I draw and ask you to 
put the words to it.

•  I like listening to 
your voice.

• I hear your words, 
rhythm and expression.

• When I babble and coo, 
I’m talking to you!

• First, I chew 
them!

• Then, I learn 
how to open 
them and turn 
pages.

• I like different 
books as I grow.

• Sometimes I don’t 
want to sit, but I’m still 
listening when you 
read.

• In time, I can sit 
through a whole  
story!

• Never stop sharing 
books with me.  I love 
our time together!


